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INSTRUCTIONS TO AUTHORS

Tropical Zoology is an international journal publishing original papers in the fields of experimental 
and descriptive zoology concerning tropical areas with particular attention to the Afrotropical Region. 
Review papers are welcome. Descriptions of new species and list of species may be accepted only if they 
are accompanied by significant information on zoogeography, ecology, phylogenetic relationships, or other 
biological concerns. Manuscripts should be sent to the Editors, Tropical Zoology, Istituto per lo Studio 
degli Ecosistemi, C.N.R., Via Madonna del Piano 10, 50019 Sesto Fiorentino (Firenze, Italy); Tel. +39 055 
5225985; Fax +39 055 522920; E-mail: tz@ise.cnr.it.

Submission of a manuscript to Tropical Zoology implies that the report is original, unpublished and is 
not being considered for publication elsewhere and, when published the copyright of a paper becomes the 
property of Tropical Zoology and permission to reproduce material must be obtained from the journal. 

Manuscripts must be written, double-spaced, with ample margins all round and submitted in triplicate 
(text and figures) in a fully corrected form. Papers in languages other than English are not accepted unless 
invited. Upon acceptance authors are requested to submit a floppy disk containing the final version of their 
manuscripts. Preferred file formats are Word or RTF for text, and TIFF (minimum resolution 300 dpi), 
EPS  or original format (for example Excel) for the figures. Articles should be concise and the number 
of tables and figures limited to what is strictly necessary. Non-typographic proof corrections are at the 
author’s expense. An electronic version, in PDF format, of each article is supplied to authors free of charge. 
Manuscripts should be prepared as follows (those not conforming to the instructions will be returned):

Title. This should be informative but concise and mention family or a higher taxon where appropriate. 
A subtitle may be included, but numbered series indicated will be published as a footnote. 

Author/s. 
Institution/s and address/es. 
Abstract. This should be 100-200 words long and give concise but exhaustive information on the 

research subject, result and conclusions, and be intelligible without reference to the main text. The abstract 
should be followed by Key Words (5-10) separated by commas. 

List of contents. Except for short contributions a list of first and second headings should be provided 
for publication. 

Text. The Zoological and Botanical Codes must be strictly followed. In italics only the names of genera 
and species. Cite the author and year of publication of genera and species on first mention. If a new taxon is 
described, the institution where the type material is deposited must be indicated, together with all the details 
of its registration. The description of new taxa on types deposited in personal collections will not be accepted. 

Acknowledgements.
References. In the text, as follows: “Wilson (1900) states...” or “Wilson (1900: 21) states...” when the 

author wishes to refer to a specific page, or “(Wilson 1900)” as the author of a statement. Joint authors 
must be connected by “&” in both the text and the references. When there are more than two authors 
use “et al.” (Wilson et al. 1900) in the text. If more than one reference by the same author/s  published 
the same year is used, add a, b, c, after the year in both the text and list. The references must list all the 
authors quoted in the text in alphabetical order, without numbers. The names of all the authors should be 
given, and the titles of periodicals given in full, not abbreviated. For books cite title, edition (if any), place 
of publication, name of publisher, and number of pages.

Examples:
Batschelet E. 1981. Circular statistics in biology. New York: Academic Press, XV + 371 pp. 
Grandison A.G.C. 1981. Morphology and phylogenetic position of the West African Didynamipus sjoestedti 

Andersson, 1903 (Anura Bufonidae). Monitore Zoologico Italiano (Nuova Serie) Supplemento 15: 187-215. 
Wiltschko R., Wiltschko W. & Keeton W.T. 1978. Effect of outward journey in altered magnetic field on 

the orientation of young homing pigeons, pp. 152-161. In: Schmidt-Koening K. & Keeton W.T., Edits. 
Animal migration, navigation, and homing. Berlin, Heidelberg: Springer Verlag, X + 462 pp.

Tables. These should be typed on a separate sheet and numbered consecutively in Arabic numerals.
Illustrations. The maximun dimensions of published figures (including the legend) are  131 × 193 

mm. Authors are requested to submit illustrations not exceeding A4 size. Illustration should be numbered 
in a single series throughout in Arabic numerals. Magnification should be indicated by a scale line with 
the appropriate unit of measurement on the figures. Use A, B, C, for the subgroups in each figure and a, 
b, c, for the details. Lettering should be big enough to remain clearly visible after reduction. Drawings 
should be on smooth white bristol or drafting paper. The original and two copies should be submitted. 
Photographs should be submitted in triplicate. Colour illustrations, unless otherwise specified, are at the 
author’s expense. The legends of both figures and photographs should be typed separately from the rest of 
the manuscript. Authors wishing to use previously published illustrations must obtain written permission 
before submitting the manuscript. Illustrations exceeding A4 size will not be returned. A contribution for 
colour illustrations will be requested to the authors.

A running title should be given in a separate sheet. 
Follow examples in recent issues for problems not covered by these instructions.


